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Editor’s note:
The one about culture
Eric Long | editor-in-chief
Culture is a learned human phenomenon and every human has 
culture. Even cities, states and countries have culture.
But humans also tend to be ethnocentric; focusing on their own 
culture while criticizing others.
So how do we combat ethnocentrism? We dedicate weeks and 
months to celebrate different cultures.
May is Asian-American and Pacific Islander heritage month. It’s 
a month to celebrate these cultures and the differences they have 
from other cultures.
EWU is celebrating Hawaiian culture on April 30. Read more 
about it in “Hawaiian Club brings culture to campus with annual 
Hui’o Hawaii Luau” by Kristi Lucchetta on page 8.
Also in this issue:
Joe Matthews says to respect the freedom of speech of the 
preacher who sometimes appears on campus. Read about his rea-
son why in “Preacher represents more than God” on page 10.
Crime rates at EWU rise during fall quarter. See the numbers 
and read about possible reasons why in “High crime during fall 
quarter” by contributing writer Josh Svik on page 4.
There is a club that supports the undocumented community at 
Eastern. Read more about this club in “Continued support for the 
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Item list: Place card, 
soup spoon, service 
plate, cake fork, 
nakin, dinner fork, 
wineglass (red), tea 
cup and saucer, bread 
plate, salad f rk, 
dessert spoon, dinner 




Do you know your dinning etiquette? See if you 
can gure out which letter is which untensile 
from the item list. (Answers in bottom left corner of page)
Etiquette luncheon sneak peek 
page 7
EWU Crime breakdown per quarter 
 page  4
Hawaii club brings a piece of 
culture to campus | page 8
Local success for track and field 
page 12
Front created by Kayla Lee
Clarion award winners represent 
EWU | page 3
Kaitlyn Coleman racks up awards 
page 11
Corrections from issue 24
A caption on page 6 named the pitcher as Alex Jordan, his name is 
Alex Johnson. 
On the same page, the Phi Delta Theta story is contributed by Kristi 
Luccheta, the story was actually written by Colette-Janae Buck.
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Four EWU students participated at the Clarion National Case Competition at the University of Minnesota April 16.The Clarion competition is highly focused on col-
laboration. Each team is given a case where it is asked to create 
a root cause analysis and then present its analysis to a panel of 
interprofessional judges, where they are then evaluated based on 
real world standards of practice.
“Each team is provided with a case that has many aspects 
where our current health care system is not effective. It is our 
job to fix the problem,” EWU graduate student and Clarion 
participant Brian Duke said.
This is the second year Eastern has participated in the 
competition. Each team participating is comprised of four 
students, with no more than two students from the same health 
care discipline.
Duke said the EWU team’s case was about a Native 
American female who was bounced around between many 
different providers before finally finding the correct one for her. 
“We came up with a program that aimed to ease the access to 
health care, as well as address the cultural aspects of the case,” 
Duke said.
Health Services Program Director Joyce Goff said EWU 
faculty and staff are not allowed to help students with the case. 
“Faculty and staff are only allowed to point them in the direction 
of resources,” she said.
Dunn had previous experience participating in a local case 
competition on the EWU Spokane campus. He said that case 
was much different than the Clarion National Case Competition, 
as the local competition focused more on the clinical aspect 
of care. “The Clarion competition focused more on the public 
health and health care administration components,” Duke said.
Duke said when he heard about the Clarion competition he 
jumped at the opportunity to participate. Goff said preparation for the competitions includes a session 
with an expert of root cause analysis, a session with an expert 
from the community on financial and technological aspects of 
healthcare, as well as a session with a community member on 
oral presentation skills.
“It was very difficult to fit working on the Clarion compe-
tition on top of my graduate studies, but as we got closer to the 
competition it started paying off,” Duke said.
Duke said he believes the importance of participating lies 
within the fact that, although all health care workers hold 
the job of improving the life of their patients, all are taught in 
different ways. He said he believes the different ways of being 
taught results in conflicting ideas about the health care system 
in general. “This inconsistency leads to a lower quality of health 
care for the patient,” he said.
Carrie Crosby, Clarion participant and dental hygiene 
student, said, “I plan to take this involvement and apply it to real 
life situations, and someday work with others toward the better 
health of our community.”
At the beginning of the competition, Duke said he 
recognized his teammates by their health care discipline. 
However, by the end, he said the ultimate goal was to 
improve the care for the patient, regardless of their area 
of expertise. “A team approach with the patient as the 
main area of focus is the most important aspect of health 
care and this is what the Clarion competition is all 
about,” he said.
“We collectively grew as a team and learned how to imple-
ment a health care system,” Crosby said.
Duke said the competition pushed him outside of his 
comfort zone and though he still does not feel like he 
has the greatest expertise in solving health care issues, 
he said he grew a great amount from taking part in the 
Clarion National Case Competition.
“ I plan to take this 
involvement and apply it 
to real life situations, and 
someday work with others 
towards the better health of 
our community.
Brian Duke | EWU graduate student
EWU participates in Clarion National Case Competition
Health care students compete in medical case studies
By Kalli Wolf | staff writer
Pictured left to right: Joyce Goff, Ashley Mac, Misty Murphy, Carrie Crosby, Brian Duke, Katie Del Monte | photo by Karissa Berg
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Getting a degree is one thing, but having an or-ganization that supplies 
meetings and conferences with 
professionals is another. 
EWU’s National Society of 
Women Engineers (NSOW) has 
been recently established to 
allow those within the engineer-
ing field to pursue potential in-
ternship offers 























EWU senior in 
the engineering 
department, 
said she is 
eager for new participants. 
NSOW is open to individuals 
within the engineering commu-
nity and technology communi-
ties. Although geared toward 
women, the group accepts both 
men and women alike. 
“This group is welcoming to 
new members and we are excited 
to start our competitions and 
conferences,” Tollefson said. 
These competitions act as 
potential professional interviews 
where students who excel are 
put on the spotlight to showcase 
their knowledge.
Although meetings are not 
set in stone, Tollefson urges 




are generally held 
on campus in 
the Computing 
and Engineering 







with NSOW there 
is potential for 
professional connec-
tions that allow for 
students to flourish 
in the market 
outside of EWU,” 
Tollefson said.
Tanya Jordan, a 
current member of 
NSOW and a senior 
in the engineering 
department, said she 
feels the program 
offers a lot for her not only 
academically, but also socially as 
she moves on from EWU. 
“Throughout my whole 
academic career my major has 
been dominated by men. This 
organization is a great way to add 
gender diversity to the engineer-
ing department,” Jordan said. 
NSOW organization recently 
established at EWU












Megan Tollefson | Director 
and organizer of NSOW 
Winter : 84 crimes
Spring : 28 crimes
Fall : 138 crimes
Winter Quarter Spring Quarter Fall Quarter
Fall quarter is an over-whelming time for stu-dents: stress and readjust-
ment to classes create a chaotic 
environment on campus, as well 
as a chaotic environment for our 
police department.
EWU’s campus in the fall 
can be hectic. Students are 
just beginning new classes and 
adjusting to new schedules. This 
can lead to more crimes and drug 
or alcohol violations than there 
would be in other quarters.
“Personally I think fall 
quarter is the busiest,” said 
sophomore Brian Moore. “There 
is so much going on with every-
one getting back to campus and 
starting off the new school year. It 
can get kind of crazy.”
Administrative assistant 
Jennifer Miller said 138 crimes 
were committed in the 2015-16 fall 
quarter. This number also includes 
drug and alcohol violations.
Sergeant Elvin Bermudez has 
been an officer at EWU since 2005 
and said fall quarter is always the 
most hectic. “For a lot of students 
it’s their first time away from home. 
They have new friends and sort of 
test the lines,” Bermudez said.
These numbers fall off some-
what moving into winter quarter. 
This last winter quarter 84 crimes 
were committed, along with drug 
or alcohol violations. This is almost 
a 39 percent decrease of crime 
between quarters.
“A lot of the difference 
between the fall and winter 
quarter numbers is that the drug 
and liquor violations tapered 
off,” said Miller. “Winter quarter 
doesn’t have more of other crimes. 
There are just less drug and 
alcohol violations.”
Bermudez said he believes 
weather plays a big part when 
it comes to the crime drop off 
between quarters. “No one wants 
to go outside, and if they do, they 
aren’t out for that long,” Bermudez 
said. He said winter break causes a 
drop in the numbers as well. With 
a majority of the students going 
home for the holidays, campus goes 
into a lull and crime numbers drop.
Noah Couch, a freshman 
at EWU, said he agrees with 
Bermudez on why the numbers 
drop off later in the year. “It makes 
sense that the numbers drop in the 
winter,” said Couch. “I feel like 
they would be almost the same if 
the weather was nice and students 
didn’t leave for two weeks.”
The numbers take another hit 
moving into to spring quarter. So 
far this spring, there have been 28 
miscellaneous crimes and drug or 
alcohol violations.
“I think there are less crimes in 
the spring because people are more 
settled in,” said Moore. “People 
might be more focused in on classes 
than trying to party.”
High crime during fall quarter
By Josh Svik | contributing writer
Graphic by Heidi Watchel
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BUSINESS AND HOUSING GUIDE
2016 Business and Housing Opportunities in Cheney, WA
EWU has signed an agreement with the State Board of Community and Technical Colleges to allow reverse transfers.
Students are able to transfer to a four-year school 
at anytime while getting their two-year education. In 
order to help students who transfer to a four-year school 
before graduating with their associate degree, the reverse 
transfer agreement will allow for their credits to be 
transferred back to their two-year school and applied to 
their degree while still attending Eastern.
Neil Woolf, associate vice president for enroll-
ment management, said most students have good 
intentions when transferring to a four-year school. 
However, not everyone finishes. 
For those who do not, Woolf 
said it is better to have a two-year 
degree than nothing. “At least you 
can get some college and some 
degree,” he said.
Woolf said this agreement is 
solely for the students. 
EWU student Mica Martin 
transferred to EWU from Eastern 
Oregon University. “I was coming 
out of depression and a long and 
painful year,” she said. “I applied 
to Eastern Washington last minute 
and they gave me a ton of grace.” 
Eastern extended deadlines 
for Martin, allowed her to write 
an appeal explaining her poor 
grades and advisers kept in contact 
with her to make sure she was 
not missing any deadlines and checking up on her 
emotional well-being. 
However, not all of Martin’s credits transferred 
over, as she was transferring from a four-year college. 
Although Martin is not eligible for the reverse trans-
fer agreement, she said she believes it will be great for 
students. “It is a pain dealing with transfer credits so 
I think this new system will make the process much 
more enjoyable.”
Woolf said traditionally reverse transfer agreements 
put the entire burden on the students. “Not too much of 
it happens because of that,” Woolf said.
A few months ago, Woolf said, President Mary 
Cullinan and the executive director of the state board 
Marty Brown discussed advancing transfer opportu-
nities and asked Woolf and Vice President for Student 
Affairs Stacey Morgan Foster to work on an agreement 
between Eastern and the State Board of Community and 
Technical Colleges. “We worked with academic affairs, 
we worked with the state board folks and signed that 
agreement,” Woolf said.
Unlike traditional reverse transfer agreements, 
however, the burden is on the two-year institutions 
rather than the students and is not limited to particu-
lar colleges. Since Eastern signed an agreement with 
the State Board of Community and Technical colleges, 
all 34 community and technical colleges across the 
state of Washington are applicable.
Eastern is able to see who 
is transferring from a two-year 
school without completion of 
their associate degree based on 
their application. Because of this, 
Woolf said he decided it would be 
most effective to make a file for 
every incoming student that says 
they are interested in the reverse 
transfer agreement on their 
application. Eastern will then be 
able to send detailed information 
to the board and subsequently 
the two-year schools, such as 
a student’s classes, grades and 
credits earned. That information 
is then applied to the student’s 
degree where applicable. 
Woolf said this is a win-win 
agreement for both Eastern’s students and the two-
year colleges they previously attended. By allowing the 
credits taken at Eastern to be transferred back down 
to their two-year degree, it helps the two-year colleges’ 
graduation rates, as well as allowing students to com-
plete their associate degree while attending Eastern.
“Since EWU is a big commuter school I think this 
agreement will cater to students struggling to pay tuition 
and adults who are trying to finish their degree while 
having families or full-time jobs,” Martin said.
Students applying to Eastern now have the ability 
to opt-in to the reverse transfer agreement on their 
EWU application.
“  It is a pain 
dealing with 
transfer credits 
so I think this 
new system 
will make the 
process much 
more enjoyable.
Mica Martin | EWU student
Reverse transferring available for students
By Kalli Wolf | staff writer
• Columbia Basin College - Pasco
• Community Colleges of Spokane
• Grays Harbor College - Aberdeen
• Peninsula College - Port Angeles
• Tacoma Community College - Tacoma
• Wenatchee Valley College - Wenatchee
Examples of transfer agreement colleges in Washington
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EWU’s Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano/a de Aztlán (M.E.Ch.A) club continues to support the undocumented community 
on campus. M.E.Ch.A hosts student-led events 
aiming to support and build awareness for the 
undocumented population on campus. Two major 
events are Day of the Dreams and the May 1 
Immigration March.
Day of the Dreams is an annual event that 
occurred on April 7. The event is hosted in 
recognition of the National Institution’s Coming 
Out Day. According to the United We Dream 
website, the purpose of this event is to encourage 
conversation about what support looks like for 
undocumented students in schools, and also to 
engage in conversations on how to increase their 
access to educational resources. Another purpose 
for the event is to encourage students to reach 
out to their educators to come out publicly and 
to move beyond support into action, according to 
United We Dream’s website.
EWU graduate 
student Elena Calderon 
started the event last 
year with the help of 
Housing and Residential 
Life. “I had a positive 
experience organiz-
ing the event,” said 
Calderon. “I had a lot of 
support from Housing 
and Residential Life, 
who sponsored the event. 
EWU staff members also 
helped me get everything 
together for the event.”  
Calderon put together 
EWU student panels 
where undocumented 
students had the opportunity to share their 
personal stories with everyone. Another Day 
of the Dreams workshop consisted of a photo 
station. Students, faculty and staff were 
encouraged to get their picture taken while 
holding up a sign where they publicly came out 
as an “unafraid ally,” an “unafraid educator”  
or “undocumented and unafraid.”
Calderon said she believes these events have 
a positive impact on the community. “The events 
are empowering the students who are putting 
their voices out there and to those organizing the 
events,” she said. 
One thing Calderon said she wishes she 
would have done was plan the event earlier 
and reach out to more undocumented students. 
“I wanted undocumented students to feel 
EWU support and to meet other undocument-
ed students,” said Calderon.“The hardest part 
was getting professors to attend the panels and 
show support. I really wanted the president 
to show up and push the university to do 
something permanent for this day.”
M.E.Ch.A promotes Chicano unity and 
empowerment through political action, according 
to the EWU Clubs and Organizations webpage. 
Calderon said she believes Day of the Dreams 
supports exactly that. “Students organizing and 
participating by putting their voices out there are 
being empowered by these events,” she said. 
This year Calderon was not able to organize 
and participate in the Day of the Dreams events. 
M.E.Ch.A member and 
senior Dulce Gutierrez 
Vasquez organized it in 
her place. The photo 
station from last year was 
one element that made a 
reappearance. “I was really 
happy to be a part of such 
a huge movement that hits 
close to home,” said EWU 
junior Karla Godinez. “I 
would like to see the event 
get bigger and have more 
students participate.” 
This was Godinez’s 
first time participating in 
the event. She holds the 
position of political co-
chair in the M.E.Ch.A club. She said she thinks 
this event brings a positive impact to the EWU 
community. “It brings awareness about issues 
affecting EWU students,” Godinez said.
The May 1 Immigration Reform March is 
another event M.E.Ch.A is involved in. M.E.Ch.A 
political co-chair and EWU senior Estefhany 
Fuentes Salamanca, who has previously participat-
ed in the event, said, “I am very passionate about 
the topic so my experiences change.” Fuentes 
said she believes that M.E.Ch.A hosting these 
events has a big impact on our community. “The 
community knows who we are so it’s great to be a 
voice for so many people,” she said. 
Fuentes said she would like to get more 
students and community members engaged in 
these events. “Perhaps we should try to reach out 
to more organizations in Spokane,” she said.
This year the march will fall on the same 
day as Spokane’s Bloomsday event. The club 
plans to be a part of Bloomsday while showing 
their support for immigration reform. Fuentes 
is looking forward to one event this year. “I 
am looking forward to the May 1 Immigration 
March in Spokane this year, it will be a little 
different,”she said.
Besides participating in the march, 
M.E.Ch.A also plans on holding a week of 
events to build awareness on immigration 
reform and show support for the undocument-
ed community. Calderon, along with other 
M.E.CH.A members, hopes to build enough 
awareness in order to provide necessary 
resources for the undocumented students on 
campus. “Sometimes you feel the work you do 
isn’t worth it but as long as you change one 
person’s opinion and make something perma-
nent happen, it’s worth it,” Calderon said. 
Continued support for the undocumented 
M.E.Ch.A aims to build awareness for undocumented students on campus
By Montse Franco | contributing writer
“I wanted 
undocumented 
students to feel 
EWU support 
and to meet other 
undocumented 
students.
Elena Calderon | EWU graduate student
M.E.Ch.A is located in room 315 of the Pence Union 
Building | photo by Karissa Berg
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ALL THAT STUDYING CAUSING BLURRED VISION?
Call Vision Haus for an eye exam!  
We also do glasess and contacts.
Taking most insurances or enroll 
in VISION HAUS SAVINGS CLUB




for the 2016/2017 school year!
APPLY TODAY!
Applications accepted through EagleAxis
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Do you know your dinning etiquette? See if you 
can gure out which letter is which untensile 
from the item list. (Answers in bottom left corner of page)
Eat your way to etiquette with the ninth annual Luncheon
I f there is a right way to eat spaghetti, the EWU etiquette luncheon is sure to teach it.
EWU is gearing up to host 
its ninth consecutive Etiquette 
Luncheon sponsored by Alpha 
Kappa Psi, Beta Alpha Psi and 
EWU career services in Tawanka 
Hall 215 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on April 29. As an added bonus 
for food fans, “The meals pro-
vided do taste really good,” said 
EWU senior Jaspal Gill, Beta 
Alpha Psi president.
Besides eating some tasty 
food, students are able to learn 
how to dine in a professional 
setting. Jessica Berwick, career 
services adviser and etiquette 
luncheon coordinator, said the 
annual event is to help students 
learn basic dining etiquette so 
that they are prepared to bring 
their best self to professional 
situations that involve food.
Berwick said that Melanie 
Monek, EWU alumni from 
Washington Trust Bank human 
resources department, will be 
conducting the etiquette compo-
nent this year. She will bring real 
life examples from her time in a 
human resources department.
“We’ll be helping them with 
lifelong etiquette skills that can 
serve them when taking clients to 
dinner and participating in company 
gatherings in addition to interview-
ing,” Berwick said. Berwick said her 
goal is to bring students together in 
a no-pressure environment to ask 
questions and practice.
All students can benefit from 
attending this event, according to 
Berwick. “At some point in their 
professional career, most people 
will have an interview over 
lunch or dinner, participate in 
a professional networking event 
where alcohol is served, dine 
with their supervisor, take clients 
to lunch or participate in a 
company holiday party or picnic,” 
Berwick said.
Alpha Kappa Psi President and 
EWU senior Cassandra Fogel will 
be giving a speech on the impor-
tance of etiquette in a professional 
setting. “Any student can benefit 
from this because organizations 
will hold lunch interviews or even 
networking events [where] food is 
served, and I believe every student 
should know the correct etiquette,” 
Fogel said.
 “A lot can be learned at this 
event in just a few hours,” Gill 
said. Beta Alpha Psi members 
and pledges will be in attendance. 
This is a practice round for them, 
as they will be attending a spring 
banquet that will involve putting 
their etiquette luncheon skills 
to the test. Gill said he believes 
anyone who can should attend. 
“It is good to practice here in a 
comfortable environment, and ask 
questions so you will be prepared 
in the future,” he said.
Thanks to Alpha Kappa Psi 
and Beta Alpha Psi their contin-
ued financial support continues 
to make the event affordable for 
students, according to Berwick. 
To add to the support this year 
Numerica Credit Union, Moss 
Adams and Fruci are sponsoring 
the luncheon as well. EWU 
dining services also plays a huge 
part in customizing each course 
to cover many scenarios.
The event is $10 per student, 
and all students should have been 
registered by April 21. This year 
there was already a waiting list 
in place and professional attire is 
recommended for the event.  






More information is 
available at http://ewu.
edu/careerservices/events. 
Contact Career Services with 
questions at 509-359-6365  
or careers@ewu.edu.
 Illustration by Abbi Vance
Answers for plating:
A. Napkin 
B. Salad Fork 
C. Dinner Fork 
D. Service Plate 
E. Salad Plate 
F. Dinner Knife 
G. Teaspoon 
H. Soup Spoon 
I. Teacup and  
   Saucer 
J. Bread Plate 
K. Bread Knife 
L. Dessert Spoon 
M. Cake Fork 
N. Place Card 
O. Water Glass 
P. Wineglass (red) 
Q. Wineglass 
    (white)
N
By Kenna Tornow 
contributing writer
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Virtual performances and a DJ featured at the popular electronic dance music festival, Paradiso, is 
coming to EWU with the Electric Eagle 
concert for the first time on April 28.
There will be vertical elements through-
out the night with aerial performances. 
Eagle Sound productions will also be bring-
ing in a lighting package to give the concert 
the electronic dance music (EDM) feel.
“It’s basically like [the fall] welcome 
back dance but bigger,” said Eagle 
Entertainment concerts coordinator and 
EWU senior Madi Castro. “This is a way 
for students to relax from studying and 
serve as an alternative to drinking.”
Spokane local DJ Beauflexx — who has 
opened for Steve Aoki, Dirtyphonics, Lil 
Dicky, LA Riots, Crizzly and DATSIK — 
will be the main performance. 
EDM, also known as club or dance 
music, features a wide range of percus-
sive electronic music usually played at 
nightclubs, festivals or raves. 
“I’ve been to a few raves and EDM 
concerts and I think it is cool EWU 
is hosting one,” said EWU sophomore 
Marco Masquedo. “It’s good that EWU is 
embracing the current trend of music and 
having an event like this that students can 
go to and have fun.”
Kathryn Frazier, long-running head of 
BIZ3 Publicity, said in an interview with 
residentadvisor.com these type of concerts 
received little to no positive press and the 
only press they did receive was when an 
attendee would overdose on drugs such as 
ecstasy. She claims it was only negative, 
causing fear about the culture.
“[EDM] concerts still can have a bad 
reputation,” said Masquedo. “Not everyone 
goes there to do drugs, some really do enjoy 
the music and the atmosphere. It is upbeat 
and just dance music.”
The New York Times quoted a concert 
promoter, Michael Rapino, who said, “If 
you’re 15 to 25 years old now, this is your 
rock ‘n’ roll.”
Electric Eagle will be located 





By Kristi Lucchetta | staff writer
The Hawaii Club is sharing Hawaiian culture with the EWU community by hosting the Hui ‘o Hawaii Luau on April 30 in the PUB MPR.
“The first luau produced by our Hawaii Club actually 
started in 2002 and it was a way to 
share Hawaiian culture with people here 
at EWU,” said EWU graduate student 
Golden Lawrence. “[The] most recent 
[luau] was last year, after a few years of 
not having one.”
The event is sponsored by Eagle 
Entertainment, Eagle Sound, ASEWU 
and dining services.
The luau will provide authentic 
Hawaiian food typically served at luaus, 
along with a show put on by the club. 
The show will include the traditional 
hula and ha’a dances by both men and 
women. There will also be a band per-
forming contemporary Hawaiian music.
A photo booth along with a country 
store selling Hawaiian trinkets will be 
featured as well.
“All luaus we have done have been 
successful and well received,” said 
Lawrence. “I remember being a student in 2005 when [the] luau 
was so big we actually held it in Reese Court. Like last year, 
this year’s luau will be held in the MPR and we are expecting 
to see 200 people which is an increase from last year.”
President of the Hawaii Club and EWU sophomore Tamara 
Akua had the biggest role in planning the luau from choreo-
graphing the dances, getting costumes, ordering decorations and 
coming up with theme ideas.
“It’s important for an event like this to happen on campus 
in sharing our culture because we get to educate people who 
are unfamiliar with the culture,” said Akua. “It’s a time to give 
back to EWU and showcase what the Hawaiian culture is about 
through the hula dances and the food we eat at home.”
Luaus were first created when the re-
ligious taboo that men and women must 
eat separately ended under the reign of 
King Kamehameha II in 1819, according 
to hawaiiluaus.com.
The royal luaus tended to be large. 
One of the largest was hosted by King 
Kamehameha III in 1847 and included 271 
hogs, 482 large calabashes of poi, 3,125 
salt fish, 1,820 fresh fish, 2,245 coconuts, 
4,000 taro plants and much more. 
Once the tourism grew in Hawaii so 
did the popularity of the luaus. Although 
luaus are not as big as they were during 
the 1800s hosted by the Hawaiian 
royalty, they still attempt to bring fun 
along with traditional foods and customs. 
“This event is great to have on 
campus because it encourages multi-
cultural diversity,” said Lawrence. “It’s 
a great way for people who don’t know 
about Hawaiian culture to get a little taste without having to 
fly over an ocean. It also gives our homesick club members from 
Hawaii a taste of home.”
The Hawaii club will be selling tickets in the PUB MPR 
until April 29 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. for $18 and will 
accept all forms of payment. This will include both the 
dinner and the show.
“It’s a time to give 
back to EWU and 
showcase what the 
Hawaiian culture is 
about through the 
hula dances and 
the food we eat at 
home.
Tamara Akua | EWU sophomore
Hawaii Club brings culture to campus 
with annual Hui ‘o Hawaii Luau 
By Kristi Lucchetta | staff writer
Hawaii Club members tabling to sell tickets for luau | Photo by Abbi Vance
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-Letters should be 300 words 
or less and typed, or legibly 
handwritten.
-Include your full name, sig-
nature, telephone number and 
email address for verification.
-We reserve the right not to 
publish letters; furthermore, 
all letters are subject to edit-
ing for adherence to Associat-
ed Press style.
-Letters must be received no 
later than Monday at 10 
a.m. in order to be considered 
for publication the following 
Wednesday.
-If your letter is in response 
to a specific article, please 
list the title and date of the 
article.
Editorial Policy
We encourage the EWU 
community to submit letters 
and opinion pieces that 
conform to the requirements 
listed above.
Opinion articles and letters 
to the editor do not necessarily 
reflect the views and opinions 
of The Easterner, its staff 
members or Eastern Washin-
vgton University.
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I t seems that every year EWU is 
blessed with a 
self-proclaimed 
man of God 
standing outside 
the PUB preaching to anyone that 
will listen: warning students of eter-
nal damnation if they don’t accept 
the Lord into their lives. Always 
drawing a crowd, he preaches his 
beliefs as if there is nothing more 
important to him. Most people stand 
around muttering their disapproval 
while others feel the need to angrily 
preach their beliefs right back. 
Seeing the kind of reaction he 
brings, it’s obvious most students don’t 
appreciate his presence. But, thinking 
about it, he represents one of the key 
aspects that keeps our country together 
— and me employed — and for that I 
thank him deeply.
By expressing his beliefs to the 
world, he epitomizes the definition 
of freedom of speech. He exercises 
his First Amendment rights, and 
even though people seem to hate him 
for it, it’s perfectly legal. Infuriating 
those around him with his talk of 
hellfire and suffering, he brings upon 
a reaction that a journalist can only 
dream of. 
Little time passes before most 
students on campus know of the crazed 
preacher, and soon the crowds around 
him get bigger and the comebacks 
become nastier. Only thinking about 
what he is saying and not taking 
the time to appreciate a country that 
actually allows us to say that kind of 
thing, our thoughts go towards rage 
and hatred. Sure, you may disagree 
with what he is saying, but when it is 
his right to express his beliefs, how can 
you criticize him when he doesn’t want 
to listen to yours?
By complaining about him being 
here, you are contradicting the First 
Amendment. He has every right to be 
here and preach pretty much whatever 
he wants, and the thing is, so do you. 
That’s the whole point here. I don’t 
condone what he says, and I don’t think 
99 percent of students today are going 
to hell; but, being a journalist, I am a 
huge supporter of what he represents, 
and that’s our freedom as Americans to 
express ourselves. 
So, next time you’re walking to 
class and you hear, “If you don’t accept 
the Lord into your heart, you’ll suffer 
eternal damnation in the pits of Hell,” 
remember not to jump straight into 
attack mode and consider the fact that 
in a lot of countries his rant, much less 
your comeback, could be punishable by 
death. Though we may not agree with 
everyone, the right they have to express 
their ideals and the right that we have 






I’ll just play 
video games 
and sometimes 
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“To relieve stress I 
like to skateboard 
around Cheney. 
Taking naps also 
helps me relieve 
my stress.” 
Preacher represents more 
than God 
By Joe Matthews | opinion editor
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Senior Kaytlyn Coleman from EWU’s women’s track and field team has been making headlines this season. Coleman has been awarded eight Big Sky 
Conference Athlete of the Week awards throughout the 2016 
season. Three came from the indoor season and five came 
from the outdoor season. She was awarded four in a row 
after her performance at the Mt. SAC Relays on April 15.
Coleman’s five Athlete of the Week awards are the most in 
Big Sky history for a female athlete during the outdoor season.
Coleman was a transfer student from Lewis-Clark 
State College and has been competing at EWU since her 
junior year. Her college best in the shot put is a 47-7, done 
in her junior year. Her weight throw and hammer bests 
have been made in her current senior year, throwing a 
67-3 for the weight throw and a 200-7 for the hammer.
The Easterner talked with Coleman to get to know 
her better and to highlight her college career.
The Easterner (E): Overall, how has your experi-
ence at EWU been?
Kaytlyn Coleman (KC): Fantastic. The opportunities 
that I have had here have been unbelievable. I’ve met some 
amazing people including professors, coaches, trainers, 
teammates and new friends.  Also I have had some remark-
able experiences being part of the track team, traveling and 
meeting other athletes and coaches. The best part is the 
lifelong friendships I have made since I have been here.
E: How do you feel about all your accomplishments so far 
and what do you hope to accomplish for the rest of the year?
KC: For the remainder of the season I would like 
to earn medals in both the hammer and shot put at Big 
Sky Conference Championships. My ultimate dream 
would be to qualify for the NCAA Division I National 
Championships in the hammer. I’m most proud of break-
ing both the school records in the weight throw and the 
hammer throw. I never thought that I would accomplish 
all that I have so far. I could never have done it without 
my coach, Marcia [Mecklenberg], and my teammates.
E: Did you ever think you would be awarded seven 
Big Sky Athlete of the week awards?
KC: No, it’s been kind of a shock. I would really like to 
thank the coaches who have nominated and voted for me.
E: How were you able to prepare in the past in order 
to get where you are today?
KC: I think I have worked really hard the past five 
years to get where I am today. I feel I have grown a lot 
both mentally and physically. I’ve spent a ton of time in 
the weight room, worked hard during my summers and 
try to stay mentally focused on meet days. I’m thankful 
that it is all coming together my senior year.
E: What has been your favorite memory this season 
and at EWU?
KC: My favorite memory at EWU was last year 
during outdoor season when we went to Austin, Texas. 
It was my first outdoor meet as an Eagle. The outcome 
wasn’t what I really wanted, as far as my marks, but 
the experience with my teammates was one I will never 
forget. This season I was fortunate enough to have an 
opportunity to compete against some of the best women 
hammer throwers, who are training for the Olympics, 
at the Long Beach Invitational in [California]. What I 
experienced while I was there will always be an incredi-
ble memory.
Senior Kaytlyn Coleman in midst of historic 2016 
Big Sky track and field campaign 
By Grace Pohl | staff writer
Kaytlyn Coleman is the first female to earn at least seven Big Sky Athlete of the Week awards 
since 2007. Coleman’s best weight throw this season is a 67-3 | Photos by Karissa Berg
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EWU’s track and field team had 16 first place finishes in its second-to-last meet for the outdoor season at 
the Spokane Memorial Open at Spokane 
Falls Community College April 23.
Junior Austin Upmeyer was the lone 
new conference qualifier at the meet. He 
qualified in the 200-meter with a time of 
21.67 seconds. Eastern now has a total of 
30 qualifiers for the Big Sky Conference 
Championships. Upmeyer also placed first in 
the 100-meter with a time of 11.06.
Senior Erika Lombardo ran a time of 
12.54 to place first in the 100-meter while 
sophomore Rebecca Tarbert ran a time of 
25.06 to place first in the 200-meter.
Sophomore Leanne Asper ran a time of 
1:02.11 in the 400-meter hurdles, only .11 
seconds away from a qualifying time in the 
conference championships. This season’s best 
performance moves her up to the seventh 
all-time at Eastern.
The 4x100 women’s team, with junior 
Paige Hammock, Lombardo, redshirt 
sophomore Janessa Day and Tarbert, ran a 
47.64 to place first in the event.
Sophomore Tierra White jumped to a 5-3 
height to place first in the high jump.
Junior Erin Clark placed first in the 
pole vault while also having a season best 
performance with a height of 12-3, improv-
ing on Eastern’s all-time list to eighth.
Junior Kendra Hamm placed first in the 
long jump with a distance of 17-2.
Sophomore Dominique Butler had a 
season best performance with a distance of 
38-4 to win the event in the triple jump.
Senior Kaytlyn Coleman placed first in 
the hammer and shot put, throwing 199-7 
and 45-3 respectively.
“I had a decent series of throws but I 
know that there is still room for improve-
ment. It was also a bittersweet moment 
knowing that it was my last local meet of my 
career,” Coleman said.
Junior Samantha Baker placed first 
in the javelin while having a best season 
performance, throwing a distance of 144-8.
The 4x100 men’s team, with sophomore 
Tyree Fort, freshman Jonah Mathews, 
sophomore Jose Garcia and sophomore 
Jeremy VanAssche, took first place with a 
41.24 time. The team ranks No. 2 in the Big 
Sky Conference.
Freshman Larry Still placed first in the 
pole vault jumping a 16-6 — a season best 
performance.
Redshirt sophomore Aaron Cunningham 
took first place in the shot put with a 56-8 
throw, a season best performance.
Senior Joey Payne took second in the 
javelin, throwing 201-11. Junior Joey Day 
had a 194-0 throw in the javelin, his season 
best while also placing third.
Men’s Qualifiers/Records
100-meter               –   10.51      –    sophomore Jeremy VanAssche
100-meter               –   10.74      –    freshman Jonah Mathews
200-meter               –   21.67      –    junior Austin Upmeyer
200-meter               –   21.21      –    sophomore Jeremy VanAssche
Javelin                     –   219-3     –    senior Joey Payne
Javelin                    –   190-3      –    junior Joey Day
Shot Put                 –   53-2 3/4  –    redshirt junior Aaron Cunningham
Discus                   –   161-8       –    redshirt junior Aaron Cunningham
Pole Vault              –   16-0 3/4  –    freshman Larry Still
400-meter             –   48.87       –    junior Austin Upmeyer
800-meter             –   1:52.94    –    junior Logan Stahl
Women’s Qualifiers/Records
800-meter                            –     2:11.95          –   redshirt senior Katie Mahoney
1,500-meter                         –     4:28.93         –   junior Sarah Reiter
3,000-meter Steeplechase  –     10:25.82       –   junior Paula Gil-Echevarria
3,000 Steeplechase            –     10:10.33        –   redshirt senior Katie Mahoney
10,000-meter                       –     33:46.71       –    junior Sarah Reiter
10,000-meter                       –     35:38.54       –   redshirt junior Berenice Penaloza
Hammer Throw                    –     200-7           –    senior Kaytlyn Coleman
Shot Put                               –     47-7 1/4        –    senior Kaytlyn Coleman
Triple Jump                          –     38-0 3/4       –    sophomore Dominique Butler
Pole Vault                            –     12-1 1/2        –     junior Erin Clark
Pole Vault                            –     12-1 1/2        –     freshman Elizabeth Prouty
Pole Vault                            –     12-1 1/2        –     junior Anandae Clark
Pole Vault                            –     12-1 1/2        –     sophomore Macey Weitz
Javelin                                 –     143-8           –     sophomore Bridgette Underwood
Javelin                                 –     141-6            –      junior Samantha Baker
Heptathlon                          –      4,545 points –     junior Kendra Hamm
100-meter                           –     11.97              –     sophomore Rebecca Tarbert
5,000-meter                        –     16:27.33         –     junior Sarah Reiter
1,500-meter                        –      4:22.92         –     redshirt senior Katie Mahoney
Long Jump                          –     16-8 3/4        –      junior Kendra Hamm
Eagles obtain 16 first place finishes in local meet
 By Grace Pohl | staff writer
Freshman Chezaree Jackson, senior Nick Anthony and junior Austin Upmeyer competing at Spokane 
Memorial Open | contributed by goeags.com
The Eagles will travel to their last meet on April 29 at the OSU High 
Performance meet in Corvallis, Oregon.
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Jayson Williams had a huge reality shock in 2015 when the coaching staff decided it would be best for him to redshirt as a freshman to expand his skillset even further. 
“For me, having teammates like Cooper Kupp, Shaq Hill and 
Kendrick Bourne, you can learn from these guys,” Williams said.
As a graduate from Lincoln High School in Tacoma, Williams 
was named AP 3A All-State first team his senior year as a wide 
receiver and named by the Seattle Times as a “White Chip” selection 
for being one of the top 100 prospects in Washington.
“Redshirting, a lot of people don’t want to do it because they’re 
used to being the star on the team in high school,” Williams said.
A star he was in high school, being named by the Tacoma News 
Tribune All-Area as a wide receiver, first team 3A All-Narrows League 
as a wide receiver and finishing with 66 receptions for 11 touchdowns 
and 1,266 yards, which was the second most in Washington. 
Humbled as Williams is, he was not discouraged to sit out a year; 
his work ethic increased in all aspects. “Redshirting gave me time to 
get the college experience,” Williams said. 
Now that his time is arriving, the former 3A All-State first team 
wide receiver and redshirt freshman’s excitement level is at an all 
time high. “Playing on this great red field and bonding with my 
team — these guys are my brothers,” Williams said.
Although most see redshirting as a bad thing and a slap in the 
face, this is not the case. There is no debate or doubt that Williams 
is a great athlete all around, but his tremendous growth on and off 
the field is special as well. 
“He has grown a lot within the last few weeks, he’s buying into 
coaches and getting out of that high school shell,” said wide receivers 
coach Nicholas Edwards. “He has really bought in.”
The difference a 
redshirt year makes
By RayJaun Stelly | contributing writer
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Rugby is your favorite sport that you don’t know about. The average person has proba-bly never watched a game of rugby in their 
life, but still knows it as a brutal contact sport.
Here at EWU there are both men’s and women’s 
rugby clubs. The men’s club formed in 2003 and the 
women’s in 2008. Since then the teams have had 
some success but not a whole lot of recognition.
“Jack [Seibel] is the current president of the 
rugby club,” said Chris Hoppe, EWU club sports 
coordinator. “[He] has done everything over the last 
year and longer to bring the club to where it is today 
in terms of practice and the quality of the game play 
and everything that has to do with the club.”
Seibel hadn’t played rugby before playing for 
EWU, but he watched it his whole life. He has 
now played for the men’s team for two years and 
has been the club president for a little over a year.
“You want to play this sport,” said Seibel. “You 
don’t know it yet, but you want to play this sport. 
We had the director of competition come out to one 
of our games and he thought he was going to hate 
it, and it’s his favorite sport now. It’s a fun sport 
to watch. Brutal, but real fun ... It’s going to be in 
the Olympics this year for the first time in almost 
100 years, which is pretty cool.”
In 2010, the EWU men’s rugby team was ranked 
11th in the nation by Rugby Magazine. But the team 
has been a work in progress the past couple of years.
“We always do really well in [7-on-7s], we went 
to the championships and lost,” said Seibel. “But in 
15’s we didn’t win a single game last year — we were 
getting blown out. This year we won one game, and 
every game but one was close and came down to the 
final minutes. We played so much better this year, 
and if some of these guys stick around, I can’t see us 
not winning more games next year.”
All the members love the game, but it’s getting 
new people involved that can be the tricky part.
“Recruitment is our one big issue, but once 
we get people out to play and people out to watch, 
they usually stay,” said Seibel. “It’s hard to get 
our name out there sometimes, but we don’t have 
the same draw as sports that people have been 
watching their whole life.”
To get their name out and recruit new members to 
the club, they participate in different festivals and events.
“Neighbor Fest and REC-Splosion were our two 
biggest ones this year,” said Seibel. “People are going 
there with the mindset that they’re going to join a 
club. That’s probably our best [recruiting] besides 
people who come here with the interest to play rugby.”
With all the traveling and other expenses, 
the club needs to raise its own money to do more 
than just exist. In order to be competitive and 
travel, the club needs to raise its own funds and be 
self-sustaining.
“Their estimated funding was $4,400 this year, 
and then they raised well over that on their own,” 
said Hoppe. “They’ve probably raised double, if not 
more than that through fundraisers and donations.”
Rugby gets just about 5 percent of the sports club 
budget, but there had been little to no fundraising in 
previous years.  
“Financially we’re doing really well,” said Seibel. 
“We’ve done the most fundraising we’ve done in the 
last five years or six years.”
When it comes to rugby, it isn’t just a brutal game. 
There is a side to the sport that is very gentleman-like.
“It’s a contact sport,” said Hoppe. “But at the 
same time there’s a sense that it’s a gentleman’s sport, 
where the intent isn’t always to hurt the other person, 
it’s to stop the other person.”
It takes the whole team to win. On a rugby team 
you won’t have just one star player.
“You cannot succeed without the other people on 
your team,” said Seibel. “In other sports, they’re team 
sports, but there’s always that one guy. You don’t have 
that in rugby. There’s not a single game where I go, 
‘Oh, he’s our player, he’s the reason we win.’”
At the end of the day, the sport of rugby is about 
the team, and the connections you make through it.
“These are people you’ll probably know for the 
rest of your life,” said Seibel. “It’s real cool how close 
you get, and I think that just blends from the sport 
with the way it’s created.”
EWU Rugby Club is more than 
just hard hits
By Riley Baker | staff writer
“You want to play this 
sport. You don’t know it yet, 
but you want to play this 
sport.
Jack Seibel men’s rugby club president 
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Halftime in the match against the Univer-sity of Washington on April 23, things did not look promising for EWU’s wom-
en’s soccer team. 
Gray clouds threatened rain as the scoreboard 
reflected UW’s 1-0 lead. Although junior forwards 
Chloe Williams and Lexi Klinkenberg took more than 
six shots between them, luck was not on their side as 
UW’s goalie, Madi McNamara, successfully blocked 
shot after shot.
Despite the ominous start to the game, the 
team did not let it get to them. “We really just 
focused on having a really good mentality,” 
sophomore defender Megan Spataro said. “We 
were definitely a whole new team coming out,” 
said redshirt junior defender Laci Rennaker “We 
really picked it up after halftime.”
The game began to turn in EWU’s favor 15 
minutes into the second half, with a corner kick 
by sophomore midfielder Allison Raniere leading 
to a goal by sophomore forward Devan Talley. 
Williams scored EWU’s second goal of the half to 
put the Eagles ahead 2-1.
With nine seconds left in the game, UW was 
awarded a corner kick, but junior defender M’Kenna 
Hayes was able to force the shot over the goal line. 
Senior goalie Mallory Taylor saved a shot on UW’s 
next corner kick, preserving a 2-1 victory for the 
Eagles, who moved to 4-0 in the spring season.
“We had to adjust some things shape-wise and 
get back to doing what we do,” said head coach 
Chad Bodnar. “But I was extremely proud of our 
group in the second half.”
EWU women’s soccer takes a win against UW
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